
JUNE 1, 2020 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

          

Regular Council Meeting & 
Public Hearing Minutes on the 

Proposed Annual Budget Ordinance 

for FY 2020-2021 

Monday, June 1, 2020 

  

COUNCIL PRESENT: STAFF PRESENT: 
Mayor Mulhollem Mike Gordon, Town Administrator 

Mayor Pro Tem Castleberry Chip Hewett, Town Attorney 

Council Member Jackson Julie Maybee, Town Planner 

Council Member Purvis Al Benshoff, Special Attorney (Remotely) 

Council Member Wilson Kim P. Batten, Finance Officer/Town Clerk 

  

COUNCIL ABSENT: MEDIA PRESENT: 
 Council Member Bruton None 

 

 

  

1. 

 

WELCOME/CALL TO ORDER: 

 

  a) Invocation 

 

Mayor Mulhollem called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Jeffrey D. 
Barnes Council Chambers located at 14094 Buffalo Road, Archer Lodge, 
NC and declared a quorum present. Council Member Jackson offered the 
invocation. 

  

Due to the State of Emergency, State of NC Guidelines and to 
limit the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19), Attorney Benshoff 
attended remotely via Webex Video Conferencing. 

 

  b) Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mayor Mulhollem led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the US Flag. 

 

  

2. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 

  a) No changes or additions noted. 

  
 
Moved by: Council Member Wilson 
Seconded by: Mayor Pro Tem Castleberry 

Approved Agenda. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

  

3. 

 

OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

(Maximum of 30 minutes allowed, 3 minutes per person) 

 

  a) No Public Comments. 

 

  

4. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

  a) Approval of Minutes:  

06 Jan 2020 Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
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Moved by: Council Member Wilson 
Seconded by: Council Member Purvis 

Approved Consent Agenda. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

  

5. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 
(Maximum of 30 minutes allowed, 3 minutes per person) 

 

  a) Proposed Annual Budget Ordinance for FY 2020-2021 

 

Mayor Mulhollem asked for a motion to Open the Public Hearing. 

  

Mayor Mulhollem asked if there were any Public Comments. 

• There were no public comments. 

  

Mayor Mulhollem asked for a motion to Close the Public Hearing. 

  
 
Moved by: Council Member Jackson 
Seconded by: Mayor Pro Tem Castleberry 

Approved to Open Public Hearing at 6:36 p.m. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

  
 
Moved by: Council Member Wilson 
Seconded by: Council Member Jackson 

Approved to Close Public Hearing at 6:37 p.m. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

  

6. 

 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS: 

 

  a) Discussion and Consideration of Engaging May & Place, PA to Audit 
Financial Records and Approving the Audit Contract for Fiscal Year 
June 30, 2020 

 

Ms. Batten explained engaging an audit firm and approving the audit 
contract annually. She reminded Council that at the April 6, 2020 Regular 
Council Meeting, Staff shared the results of the Request for Proposal for 
Auditing Services for a five-year contract and recommended continuing with 
May & Place, PA for that service. Having no further discussion, Mayor 
Mulhollem called for a motion to approve the Letter of Engagement and 
Audit Contract with May & Place, PA for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2020. 

  

  

The Approved Letter of Engagement with May & Place, PA to Audit Financial 
Records for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2020 appears as follows: 
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The Approved Audit Contract with May & Place, PA for Fiscal Year ending 
June 30, 2020 appears as follows: 
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Moved by: Council Member Jackson 
Seconded by: Mayor Pro Tem Castleberry 

Approved Letter of Engagement and Audit Contract with May & Place, PA 
to Audit Financial Records for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2020. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

  b) Presentation of Planning Board Recommendations: 

• Text Amendments - Code of Ordinance, Archer Lodge, NC, 
Chapter 30 - Zoning and Subdivisions, Article VI, Subdivisions 

 

Ms. Maybee shared her appreciation to the Planning Board and Attorney 
Benshoff's assistance in updating the ordinances. She reiterated the discussion at 
the Budget Planning Retreat, February 29, 2020, regarding a lot of changes to 
the ordinances, bringing current provisions up-to-date, and addressing the 160D 
changes. She further noted that the Proposed Revision of Chapter 30 - Zoning & 
Subdivisions, Article VI - Subdivisions are to clarify/streamline the 
process/procedures for the subdivision of land in Archer Lodge in accordance with 
State Law. 

 

Ms. Maybee mentioned that she emailed the Planning Board 
Recommendations to Town Council earlier today and has provided a hard copy 
this evening for reference and appears as follows: 
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Both Ms. Maybee and Mr. Benshoff shared the following PowerPoint presentation 
to assist with the Planning Board recommendations and discussion: 
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Page 24 of 29



JUNE 1, 2020 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
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Discussion followed. 

  

Mr. Gordon asked that Ms. Maybee, Attorney Hewett and Attorney Benshoff plan 
a time to discuss the mandatory language for the restrictive covenants. 

  

She shared that the consideration of setting a Public Hearing for June 2020 will 
be discussed following this presentation/discussion. She asked that everyone 
review the provisions and language for the restrictive covenants provided and 
contact her with any comments or suggestions. 

  

Mayor Mulhollem shared that Special Council Attorney Benshoff and Town 
Attorney Hewett will be working with Ms. Maybee for clarification on the 
restrictive covenants. Attorney Benshoff confirmed. 

 

  c) Discussion and Consideration of Setting a Public Hearing at the 
June 15, 2020 Work Session for the Text Amendments - Code of 
Ordinances, Archer Lodge, NC, Chapter 30, Zoning and 
Subdivisions, Article VI, Subdivisions 

 

Mayor Mulhollem called for a motion to set a Public Hearing at the June 
15, 2020 Work Session. 

  
 
Moved by: Council Member Wilson 
Seconded by: Council Member Purvis 

Set a Public Hearing at the June 15, 2020 Work Session for the Text 
Amendments - Code of Ordinances, Archer Lodge, NC, Chapter 30, 
Zoning and Subdivisions, Article VI, Subdivisions. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

  d) Discussion and Consideration of Setting a Special Meeting to 
follow the Work Session on Monday, June 15, 2020 and begin at 
7:15 p.m. or shortly thereafter for the Purposes of: 

• Adopting the Annual Budget Ordinance for Fiscal Year 
ending June 30, 2021 

• Approving the Subdivision Consistency Statement 

• Adopting Ordinance# AL2020-06-1 Amending Chapter 30, 
Article VI - Subdivisions 

• Adopting BA 2020 04 

 

Mayor Mulhollem called for a motion to set a Special Meeting to follow the 
Work Session on Monday, June 15, 2020. 

  
 
Moved by: Council Member Wilson 
Seconded by: Council Member Jackson 

Set a Special Meeting to follow the Work Session on Monday, June 15, 
2020 and begin at 7:15 p.m. or shortly thereafter for the Purposes of: 

• Adopting the Annual Budget Ordinance for Fiscal Year ending 
June 30, 2021 

• Approving the Subdivision Consistency Statement 
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• Adopting Ordinance# AL2020-06-1 Amending Chapter 30, Article 
VI - Subdivisions 

• Adopting BA 2020 04 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

  

7. 

 

TOWN ATTORNEY'S REPORT: 

 

  a) Attorney Hewett reported the following: 

 

• Emphasized Governor Cooper is proceeding in phases regarding 
COVID-19 and advised Staff to plan the Town/Public meetings 
accordingly. 

• Reminded the Town Council about §166A-19.24 which regulates 
the procedures for holding virtual meetings. 

• Applauded Ms. Maybee and Attorney Benshoff for their work on 
updating the ordinances. 

• Recommended that Council provide feedback on the proposed 
ordinances with Staff prior to the meetings to eliminate lengthy 
discussions. 

 

  

8. 

 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

  a) Proposed Annual Budget Ordinance for FY 2020-2021 

 

Mr. Gordon reported the following: 

  

• Discussed questions from Council Member Wilson and Council 
Member Purvis that were submitted to Staff prior to the meeting. 
Handouts of the questions with answers were provided to all. 

• Discussed monies allocated for the following: 
➢ Public Buildings: Contracted Services - Town Hall letters on 

the outside of building. 
➢ Public Safety: Town of Clayton Police Protection - Backup to 

Animal Control Officer, Kerry Barnes, if needed. 
➢ Public Works: Contracted Service - Town's 20% of 

estimated sidewalk project cost with NCDOT. 
➢ Planning and Zoning: Salaries and Benefits - Employees are 

split between Administration & Planning/Zoning. 
➢ Cultural and Recreation: Contracted Services - ALCC - 

quarterly & monthly payments. 
• Informed that the Johnston County Open Space Grant was not 

included in the FY2021 Budget due the Grant allowing a three-year 
period to utilize funds. 

 

  b) NCDOT Updates 

 

Mr. Gordon reported the following: 

  

• Due to funding issues, Buffalo Road Project for the sidewalks and 
curb and gutter has been rescheduled for February 2022 and 
Covered Bridge Road widening and the realignment of Murphrey 
Road is rescheduled for August 2022. 

 

  c) Sewer Feasibility Study Update 

 

Mr. Gordon reported that Coulter, Jewell, Thames, PA plans to have a 
presentation at the July 13, 2020 Regular Council Meeting. Ms. Batten 
confirmed the Regular Council meeting in July is the 2nd Monday and not 
the 1st Monday, due to July 4th Holiday week. In addition, Mr. Gordon 
mentioned the soil testing is underway at the park land. 
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9. 

 

FINANCIAL/TOWN CLERK'S REPORT: 

 

  a) April 30, 2020 Interim Financials & Year-to-Date Comparison 

(FY19 compared to FY20) 

 

Ms. Batten shared that April 30, 2020 marked that FY 2019-2020 was 
83% completed. The year-to-date figures for anticipated revenues were 
slightly higher than the actual year-to-date expenditures in the General 
Fund by approximately $32,000. She reported the other funds shared 
investment earnings which are declining due to the economy. 

  

Comparing April 2020 with April 2019, Ms. Batten noted that the current 
fiscal year was like the prior fiscal year with a net decrease of $2,300 
between the two years. Nothing further was discussed.   

 

  

10. 

 

PLANNING/ZONING REPORT: 

 

  a) Planning Activity 

 

Ms. Maybee reported the following: 

  

• 49 Zoning Permits issued since last reported on May 4, 2020 with 
the majority being Single-Family Dwellings. 

• Woodfin Subdivision final plat has been approved and a zoning 
permit was issue for the entrance sign. 

• Bittle Creek Subdivision is under construction with ten new lots and 
four lots that already exist. 

• Cape Fear Hazard Mitigation meetings are still on-going and 
expecting an update on the Hazard Mitigation Plan soon. 

 

  b) Projects 

 

Ms. Maybee reported the following: 

  

• Thanked the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment for 
accomplishing some goals regarding Text Amendments. 

• Thanked the Town Council for adopting the Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Plan at the April 6, 2020 Regular Council Meeting. 

• Thanked Staff for their support in getting the fillable forms on the 
Town website. 

• Informed that she continues to work with the Edmund's Permitting 
Software Consultant. 

 

  c) Code Enforcement 

 

Ms. Maybee reported the following: 

 

• Updated Code Enforcement report will be emailed to Council soon. 
• May 2020, 25 signs have been removed from the NCDOT right-of-

way totaling approximately 119 signs removed to date. 
• June 15, 2020 Work Session, Ms. Maybee and Chad Meadows, 

AICP, Principal and Founder of Code Wright Planners, LLC will be 
presenting a presentation of Commercial Design Standards. 

• July or August 2020, Ms. Maybee plans to look at future lot sizes 
and minimum setbacks in zoning areas such as: Agriculture, 
Residential and Commercial Districts. 
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