
OCTOBER 5, 2020 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

          

Regular Council - Minutes 

Monday, October 5, 2020 

  

COUNCIL PRESENT: STAFF PRESENT: 
Mayor Mulhollem Mike Gordon, Town Administrator 

Mayor Pro Tem Castleberry Kim P. Batten, Finance Officer/Town Clerk 

Council Member Bruton (Remotely) Julie Maybee, Town Planner 

Council Member Jackson  

Council Member Purvis   

Council Member Wilson   

    

COUNCIL ABSENT: GUEST PRESENT: 

  James Lipscomb,  Vinson Park Subdivision Dev. 

  Mike Mulhollem, Co-Chair AL Veterans Committee 

 

 

  

1. 

 

WELCOME/CALL TO ORDER: 

 

  a) Invocation 

 

Mayor Mulhollem called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. in the Jeffrey D. 
Barnes Council Chambers located at 14094 Buffalo Road, Archer Lodge, 
NC and declared a quorum present. Council Member Jackson offered the 
invocation. 

  

Due to the State of NC Guidelines and to limit the spread of 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Council Member Bruton attended 
remotely via Phone conferencing.  

 

  b) Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mayor Mulhollem led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the US Flag. 

 

  

2. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 

  a) No additions or changes noted. 

  
 
Moved by: Council Member Wilson 
Seconded by: Council Member Jackson 

Approved Agenda. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

  

3. 

 

OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

(Maximum of 30 minutes allowed, 3 minutes per person) 

 

  a) No Public Comments. 
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4. 

 

RECOGNITION/PRESENTATION: 

 

  a) Proclamation - Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

 

Mayor Mulhollem proclaimed October 2020 as Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month by reading the following Proclamation for Breast Cancer Awareness: 

 
 

  b) Junior Women's League of Smithfield's Diaper Drive 

 

Mayor Mulhollem applauded the Junior Women's League (JWL) of Smithfield, 
NC for their volunteers that are dedicated to helping local communities. He 
referred to their flyer in the agenda packet that states their 2020 "Touch-A-
Truck" fall event has been cancelled due to COVID-19 pandemic; however, 
there are other ways to help with the Diaper Drive. The JWL of Smithfield's 
Diaper Drive flyer appears as follows: 
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5. 

 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS: 

 

  a) Discussion and Consideration of the Vinson Park Trail Dedication 

 

Ms. Maybee shared in a staff report information regarding the Vinson Park 
Subdivision's multi-purpose Greenway trail in relation with the Town Park 
and appears as follows: 
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Following her staff report, Ms. Maybee introduced Mr. James Lipscomb and 
shared his letter of intent to dedicate the Greenway trail section to the Town 
of Archer Lodge which appears as follows: 
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Ms. Maybee shared a PowerPoint presentation regarding the Greenway Trail 
and the offer of Dedication to the Town of Archer Lodge and appears as 
follows: 
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Following the presentation, Mayor Mulhollem opened the floor for discussion. 
Discussion followed regarding the following: 

• Existing pond will remain on the property. 
• The Johnson Farm property has an existing 10 ft. easement and the 

proposed plan is to extend the existing easement between the road 
and the pond to the Vinson Park entrance which is undeveloped. 

• Dedicating this trail to the Town will hopefully eliminate negotiations 
with the future Homeowners Association (HOA) for easements. 
Monies will be available for the HOA to maintain the trail until the 
Town expands it. 

• Once the trail is expanded by the Town, the Town will assume the 
maintenance of the asphalt, but the HOA would continue to assume 
the responsibility of grounds maintenance service. 
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• Plan to install a 20 ft. fence along the Castleberry roadside of the 
property that will be between the easement for the trail and the pond 
for safety reasons. 

  

The Mayor, Town Council and Staff expressed appreciation to Mr. Lipscomb's 
offering the dedication of the Vinson Park Trail to the Town. Having no 
further discussion or objections, Mayor asked staff to correspond with legal 
counsel and provide a Resolution for consideration to accept the offer at the 
Regular Town Council meeting scheduled for Monday, November 2, 2020. 

 

  b) Discussion and Consideration of Rescheduling the Public Hearing 
originally set for Monday, October 5, 2020 to Monday, November 
2, 2020 for Amending the Code of Ordinances, Archer Lodge, NC, 
Chapter 30 – Zoning and Subdivisions, Articles II, III, VI and 
Appendices addressing: ordinance applicability, special use 
procedures/permits, zoning compliance procedures/permits, site 
plans, design standards, and other related provisions and to 
Section 30-421 Sedimentation, Erosion Control and Stormwater 
Management 

 

Mayor Mulhollem explained, after confirming with Ms. Batten, that 
publication deadline dates had changed without notice. Therefore, the 
amount of time required for publishing a Legal Ad before the Monday, 
October 5, 2020 Council Meeting was insufficient. No further discussion. 

  

Mayor Mulhollem called for a motion to reschedule the Public Hearing to 
Monday, November 2, 2020 at the Regular Town Council Meeting.  

  
 
Moved by: Council Member Wilson 
Seconded by: Mayor Pro Tem Castleberry 

Rescheduled the Public Hearing originally set for Monday, October 5, 
2020 to Monday, November 2, 2020 for Amending the Code of 
Ordinances, Town of Archer Lodge, NC, Chapter 30 – Zoning and 
Subdivisions, Articles II, III, VI and Appendices addressing: ordinance 
applicability, special use procedures/permits, zoning compliance 
procedures/permits, site plans, design standards, and other related 
provisions and to Section 30-421 Sedimentation, Erosion Control and 
Stormwater Management. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

  

6. 

 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

  a) Archer Lodge Town Park Discussion 

  

Prior to beginning his report, Mr. Gordon mentioned that Hewett 
Law Group has been affected by COVID-19 and asked all to keep 
them in your prayers. 

 

Mr. Gordon reported the following: 

• Grading for the Town Park property will be starting in 2021. 
• He referred to a Park Design drawing provided by Susan Hatchell, 

Landscape Architect, which appears as follows: 
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Mr. Gordon share a few changes that will be necessary for the following: 
• Having no sewer connection, the Town added a septic system for 

public restrooms near the ballfields.  
• Johnston County Department of Environmental Health has determined 

there are three potential areas for a septic field.  
• Prefer septic system than investing in Port-A-John services. 
• Mr. Gordon shared a conversation with Mr. Adrian O'Neal, Johnston 

County Parks, Greenways, and Open Space Coordinator, regarding 
the Johnston County Open Space Grant which was awarded for a 
picnic shelter. Mr. O'Neal recommended relocating the shelter in 
current design to the area near ball fields and add restrooms to 
shelter. Any changes must be presented to the Johnston County 
Board of Commissioners for approval. 

• Mayor Mulhollem shared that it would be better for the Town to make 
necessary changes while the Park in is the planning stages. 
 

Mr. Gordon commended Mr. O'Neal for his knowledge and expertise with 
parks and recreation and for providing information to Staff for additional 
grant funds. 

 

  b) ALVM Sidewalk/Parking Pad Project Update 

 

Mr. Gordon provided the following update: 

• Construction begins Tuesday, October 6, 2020, weather permitting. 
• Three parking spaces will be provided at the site. 
• Extra bricks from the site have been relocated to the Town park 

storage building. 

 

  

7. 

 

PLANNING/ZONING REPORT: 

 

  a) Planning | Zoning | Projects | Updates 

 

Ms. Maybee reported the following: 

• Since July 1, 2020 - 12 permits issued with six being single-family 
dwellings. 

• Approximately 10 permits are pending at the Johnston County 
Environmental Department due to a five-week to six-week backlog. 

• Update to ordinances to comply with the new Chapter 160D 
requirements continues. 

• Progress is being made for streamlining permits online due to 
COVID-19. 

• Completed Boundary and Annexation reports. 

Page 10 of 12



OCTOBER 5, 2020 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

• Provided input for the Cape Fear Regional Mitigation Plan for their 
Public Hearings. 

• The Adopted Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan has been distributed to 
the Steering Committee Members, adjacent communities, and 
CAMPO.  

• Working on the park plan design. 
• Incoming emails for September 2020 was 567 & outgoing emails 

were 383. 
• Code enforcement is ongoing, but Staff considers the pandemic 

when dealing with citizens about violations. 
• Continuing to work with NCDOT, Johnston County Public Utilities, 

Johnston County Soil & Water Conservation, and Johnston County 
Inspection Department.  

• Election signs are allowed by the roadside, but they must meet the 
General Statute requirements. 

• Animal Control activity for the month of September 2020: 
o Six cat complaints. 
o Two cat traps were deployed. 
o Five dog complaints. 
o One dog trap deployed. 
o One livestock complaint. 

 

  

8. 

 

MAYOR'S REPORT: 

 

  a) Mayor Mulhollem asked everyone to continue to keep the Town 
of Clayton Firefighters in their thoughts and prayers due to their 
loss. He expressed extreme gratitude to all emergency workers 
for their dedication to help others. 

  

Mayor Mulhollem allowed Mr. Mike Mulhollem, Co-Chair of the 
Archer Lodge Veterans Committee to share the following: 

• Due to COVID-19 pandemic, the Archer Lodge Veterans Committee 
will not hold a formal Veterans Day Ceremony on Wednesday, 
November 11, 2020. 

• He asked the Town to share Veterans Day on the digital sign. 
• The Veterans Memorial will be decorated for Veterans Day and as 

always, visitors are welcome. 
• He thanked the Town for providing three parking spaces at the 

Veterans Memorial and for their support.  
• Bricks orders are still being accepted. 
• Mr. Gordon noted that once the sidewalk project is completed, 

directional signs will be placed for the public to know about access. 

  

Mayor Mulhollem thanked Mr. Mulhollem for sharing the information and 
welcomed everyone to stop by the Veterans Memorial on Veterans Day. 
He expressed gratitude to the AL Veterans Memorial Committee members 
and volunteers for their support of the Memorial Site Project. He also 
thanked everyone that has volunteered to lower the flags when needed. 

 

  

9. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS' REMARKS: 

(non-agenda items) 

 

  a) Council Member Wilson encourage everyone to vote during the 
upcoming election.   

 

  b) Council Member Jackson noted that he plans to vote at "Early-
Voting." He shared that the local NC National Guard Soldiers of 
the 30th Armored Brigade Combat Team are in the process of 
returning home. 
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