
SEPTEMBER 21, 2020 WORK SESSION MEETING 

          

Work Session - Minutes 

Monday, September 21, 2020 

  

COUNCIL PRESENT: STAFF PRESENT: 
Mayor Mulhollem Mike Gordon, Town Administrator 

Mayor Pro Tem Castleberry Julie Maybee, Town Planner 

Council Member Bruton (Remotely) Marcus Burrell, Town Attorney 

Council Member Jackson Al Benshoff, Special Attorney (Remotely) 

Council Member Purvis Kim P. Batten, Finance Officer/Town Clerk 

Council Member Wilson   

    

COUNCIL ABSENT: MEDIA PRESENT: 

  None 

 

 

  

1 

 

WELCOME/CALL TO ORDER: 

 

  a) Mayor Mulhollem called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. in the 
Jeffrey D. Barnes Council Chambers located at 14094 Buffalo 
Road, Archer Lodge, NC and declared a quorum present. 

  

Due to the State of NC Guidelines and to limit the spread of 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Council Member Bruton and Attorney 
Benshoff attended remotely via Webex/Phone conferencing.  

 

  

2 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

  a) Discussion and Consideration of Amending the Code of Ordinances, 
Town of Archer Lodge, NC, Chapter 30 - Zoning and Subdivisions, 
Articles II, III, IV and Appendices pertaining to ordinance 
applicability, special use permits, zoning compliance permits, site 
plans, design standards, and other related provisions, and Setting a 
Public Hearing for Monday, October 5, 2020 

 

Ms. Maybee thanked Staff for organizing the materials for the work session, 
and Attorney Benshoff, Mr. Chad Meadows, AICP, President and Founder of 
CodeWright Planners, LLC. for putting the revisions together. 

Ms. Maybee provided a brief overview in her Staff report which appears as 
follows: 
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Attorney Benshoff provided the following PowerPoint presentation of the 
proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments and appears as follows: 
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Points of Discussion: 

• Sections with the following acronyms with their meaning appear 
below: 

ZCP - Zoning Compliance Permits 

ZA - Zoning Administrator (aka: Town Planner in Archer Lodge) 

§ - refers to Subsection in General Statutes 

• This final text amendment is to update the code of ordinances 
making them usable while a new Unified Development Ordinance 
(UDO) is being prepared that will meet the requirements of the new 
General Statute Chapter 160D, with a deadline of July 1, 2021. 

• The Water Supply Watershed Protection District is now being 
reviewed by the NC Department of Environmental Quality, so the 
ordinance is forthcoming. 

• Rewrote procedures for Special Use Permits and General Statutes.  
• Rewrote procedures for Zoning Compliance Permits for clarity. 
• Site Plan procedures are almost entirely new. 
• Appendix on information to be submitted with application is entirely 

new. 
• The Standards that an applicant must meet were bought over from 

the current ordinance. 
• Suggested that "Section 30-90 (d)(4) Other conditions to be met" be 

removed in the next draft due to being repetitive. 
• Recommended changing Section 30-90 (d)(4)(d) to read as follows: 

“Utilities and public safety will be adequate to handle the proposed 
use." Remove schools and other necessary public facilities. 

• The duration of a site plan approval before any building begins 
cannot be less than one year by the General Statues, but the length 
of time is up to the Town Council's discretion.  

• The terms Special Use Approval and Special Use Permits are used 
interchangeably and suggested that before a Public Hearing, the 
terms be made the same throughout the ordinance. 

  

Ms. Maybee shared the following: 

• The importance of having standards in place is to protect the 
community and preserve the character of the Town.  

• Noted that in the future an ordinance can be tweaked if needed. 
• Have received good feedback from the Planning Board and Town 

Council regarding the proposed amendments. 
• The Watershed Protection Provisions is currently being reviewed by 

the State and will be discussed tentatively at the upcoming November 
Town Council and Planning Board Joint Meeting.  

• Census information projected a growth rate of over 20% in Johnston 
County within next 10 years and will continually increase thereafter. 

• As mentioned in the Staff Report, the Planning Board recommended 
approval of Findings and Facts as written. 
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